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O thu fort Cauſe, E ternal Lowe, 
All things to thee their being owe, . 


All that in ambient air dots move, 
Or teems on fertile fields below, 5 
Or ſparkles in the ties above, 


Or dies in rolling waters flow, N 17 
Springs from the feed which thou did foxv. my. 
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To THE 


| Rev. Janes FosrER, D. D. 


Rev 5 


dicious writer, a benevolent neigh- 


bour, and an honeſt man: Indued as you 
are with theſe rare accompliſhments, whom 
more proper could I make choice of for a 


patron. | 


? | OP the ſubj ect 1 hls here handled, 
= you have lately given the world an excellent 


= diſcourſe. In many points we concur; tho 
in ſome important principles we differ wide- 
© ly no wonder, ſince it is not for all men to 
be all things alike. But as you deteſt prieſt- 


craft, laugh at enthuſiaſm, abhor bigotry 


and ſuperſtition, and contend that every re- 
gious principle ſhould be brought to the 
bar of human reaſon, freely to be examined; 


I could not avoid addreſſing to you a piece, 
which is calculated to expoſe artifice and 


| folly in religion, and to promote free enqui- 
| iy, and rational worſhip of the Deity, I 
wich, that all who are fo inclined, would 


aſſociate themſelves for theſe great ends; and | 


ſhould rejoice to ſee that glorious day of 
leit and . Such toleration given and 


0 U are celebrated as a rational 
chriſtian, an eloquent orator, a ju- 
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enjoyed could not be injurious to any go- 
vernment, but of beneſit to all that me- 
well. Theic great ends arc what I ſolely 
aim at in the publication of the following 
diſcourſe ; in, which I think there is nothing 
repugnant to the ſtricteſt and moſt refined 
morality, and the moſt rational and ſublime 
notions of Deity ; but that on the contrary, 
it tends to reſcue the character of the great 
and good God from the ſcandalous 1 —_ 
tions of weak and wicked men. 
The important truths inculcated in the 
following diſcourſe, have at times been con- 
feſſed, either directly or conſequentially, by 
the moſt celebrated divines : And nothing 
but the rewards and dignities annexed to 
_ clerical chriſtianity, prevents their being uni- 
verſally reſounded from the pulpit with all 
the prevailing force of reaſon, _ 
Mankind in all ages have been fond of 
_ myſteries. The moſt artful deceiver is al- 
ways beſt rewarded. The multitude neglect 
plain truth, are captivated with the marvel- 
lous, and; always admire what they do not 
underſtand, All this is owing to a wrong 
bias given them in their education, and to a 
corruption of their nftural powers by alt 
when they are young and tender, Thus in 
order to amuſe the populace, the pagans in- 
5 troduced the doctrines of divine incubations, in- 
Carnations, demons,apparitions, and many other 
_ Joperſtitious fooleries ; by which they made 
7; great 1 of the e and 1 
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kind parent of theauniverſe, as a jea- 


bus God, viſiting the iniquities of the fathers 


upon the children, to the third and fourth ge- 
neration, to whom no attonement could be 
made for tranſgreſſions without blood, is re- 
preſenting him in an odious and hateful 
light; a height of blaſphemy or ſtupidity 
this! which only one nation in the world 
ever arrived at. Had the deluders of man- 
kind taken half the pains to ſet them right, 


as they did to give them a wrong bias, man- 


kind would have been rendered better and 
happier. | 


* k 
5 
- 


10. wonder at all that deceit 


ſhould flouriſh, and overſpread the face of 


the earth like a deluge, when the pig frau- 
des, or holy cheats have been ranked among 


the virtues; when the prieſt and politician 
have clubbed to practiſe this dangerous max- 


im, that it is neceſſary to deceive mankind 
to govern them ; and when deceivers are high 


paid for the defence and ſupport of decep- 
OO OT RI RT 
If no man could find an intereſt in dark- 
ening TRT, it would every where pre- 
vail. From whence aroſe many religions in 


the world, but from the artifice of deſign- 


ing men, working on the weakneſs of the 
limple.? The advocates of every ſect will 
acknowledge this to be a truth, and that 
there can be but one true religion in the 
world; but where ſhall we find it if not in 


na- 


1 


_ 


nature? It muſt be either there, or no \ where, 
Many rays of the pure religion of uncor- 
rupted nature, are to be met with, good 
Sir, in your excellent writings, 


on of a religion i is, its being able to ſupport 
relf by its own intri nfic worth and excellen- 
cy. True religion founded upon nature and 
reaſon, wants no violence to aid it. It inſi- 
nuates ſelf, by opening the underſtanding, 
With irreſiſtible evidence and delight. But 
_ falſe religion oppoſing nature and reaſon, 
conſcious of her own weakneſs, always flies 
to the ſecular arm for protection. — If a gi- 
gantic man was to encounter a dwarf, would 


afſiſtance two or three of his athletic neigh- 
bours ? Truth needs only freedom of en- 
15 quiry and of reaſoning. The one true reli- 
gion of reaſon is, more than equal in diſpu- 
tation, to all the 10 phiſtry of all the falſe reli- | 
gions upon earth. It defires but liberty to 

_ _ diſcover itſelf, It needs only to ſhine by its 
| - own light; and to be eſtabliſhed by its own 
on evidence and virtue. Such is the nature of 
1 Euclid or his followers ever ap- 
ply to the civil magiſtrate to defend the 
doctrines contained in his elements? What 
ſhould we fay, were we to ſee an aft of 
parliament ſetting forth, that if any one ſhall 


1 ſquare of the perpendicular, and the baſe of „ ; 
=—_— =« | right mw triangle, are equal to the 
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y writing, ſpeaking, &c. deny that the 


20s Ee 
. 


pare 


care of the hypothenuſe ; or ſhall aſſert, 
chat there are more. than three angles in a 
W triangle; or declare that a triangle is a circle; 
he ſhall be incapable” of any office, and for 

WS the ſecond offence ſhall ſuffer three years 
W impriſonment. Should we not laugh at the 
W weakneſs of ſuch legiſlators? For whether 
W doctrines are true or falſe, an act of parlia- 
ment cannot make them otherwiſe than 
W what they are. Therefore the teachers of 
any ſcience (but that which is falſly called 

W divioity) never deſire to have their doctrines 
Weſtabliſhed by law, but by reaſon and demon- 
gration: I fay divinity falſly ſo called, for 
chat which is not true, is not divinity. And 
There is a conſciouſneſs of Falſhood, in the 
ſcachers of thoſe doctrines, that want an act = 
pf parliament to eſtabliſh them as true, 1 
IT hey that do what is right, uſe. right means; 14 
und will never have recourſe to what are 1 
$vrong ; they will not uſe improper me 
Wures, to confirm the right. There is there- 
re ſufficient reaſon to believe all doctrines 
ſe falſe that require an act of parliament se 
Wake them true, or to be received as truth, ii 
Tor RELIGION requires no more vio- — 
Face to ſupport it, no more guard to ſecure et 
„ no more bulwarks to defend it, than tze 
Peellent piece of geometry before menti- q: 
ned. Upon this account, when I fee reli- 
n ſtand guarded round with the faſces 
or,, with military or civil enſigns, I 
r mediately conclude, that ſhe is a wier ? 
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has played the h and thinks her perſon 


love, not conſtrains by fear: and her own 
native beauties, her own excellencies and per- 
fections would be a ſufficient defence for her, 
did not avarice and fraud continually join 
their force to exclude her native right. She 


harlot is dreſſed out in painted garments, 
falſe jewels, and tinſel ornaments. 

tife, that you are a lover of true religion, 
that of reaſon and nature. And it being thi 
gteat principle I ſeek to advance, as the only 
means to make men wiſer, better, and con- 
ſequently happier; I am perſuaded that 


agree, your candor will {till acquit me on 
account of an honeſt intention. And being 
of the intereſted, the rage of bigots, and ie : 


that next to a deſire of aſſiſting the cauſe «M 


men like your 


uus bumble Servant, 


EIS 3 


© 
in danger if left without her Janifaries, be- 
ing conſcious to herſelf, that ſhe has no 
right to the authority ſhe aſſumes, On the 
contrary NATURAL RELIG10N charms by 


is elegantly plain, whilſt ſuperſtition like a 


It is plain, Rev. Sir, from your late trea- 


though your judgment ſhould condemn me 
in ſome points wherein we do not exactly 


thus animated, I little regard the teproact 
cenſure of the * , But muſt ow 


truth and virtue, I have nothing ſo much u 
heart as the Ou of wiſe and gool 4 
elf; and am, Reverend Sir, Nun 


Nur great admirer, 
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'P 8 | A L * cxlv, Verſe 9. . 


9 be Þ TA is god to all, and his 


tender mercies_ are over all bis | 
wor lie. 


, WHESE holds; contain a aut fo 
'| © evidently founded in the reaſon 
j 


"and nature of things, and ſo con- 


J Wonant to the experience of mankind in ge- 5 
mn 
1 : a that not one perſon, amidſt the va- 


ous ſyſtems of religion that now divide 
| . , can reaſonably object to it. 


To have juſt and proper notions of the 
a De ity, appears to me, to be the foundation 


ef all true religion. My intention there- 

Rn fore in diſcourſing on the words above men- 

4 Etioned is, to exalt our ideas of the divine 

ol perfections, to excite in our minds a ſteady, 

„uniform piety towards God, and the moſt 

F Y univerſal benevolence towards our fellow- 
B ca ca- 


- 4 


JR 


Feld ſtate, are capable of. 
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finite power and wiſdom ſo evidently ay. E7 


a due uſe of his faculties will immediate ; 
| perceive, that no accidental co-operation «i, 
the various parts of matter (even ſuppoſing 


ſuch admirable order and regularity : : an 
he will be forced to reſolve. it into the on- I 


nipotence of a firſt cauſe, which we al 
God. But we muſt nat ſtop here, for the 


force on the minds of i intelligent being B 


£%- 1 
fx WU + oe 


| | 7 10 ) "INE Pe | 5 
creatu res: this being the neareſt approad 5 
to perfection, that we, in our — inpe. 5 


The eſſence of God, or the mode of hy | 0 | 
exiſtence has ever been, and probably ex : 


will remain a matter of diſpute among tl: 


wiſeſt men; but his exiſtence is a truth f E 


univerſally believed, that T hall bring MM. 
arguments to prove it. The being of Gol 
is proclaimed aloud through all his work 


in the minuteft of which, the traces of in. 


pear; that every. reaſonable being who maks Z 


matter to be eternal) could poſſibly produc : b 


bare belief of his exiſtence carries in it 10 | 
merit, as this truth ſtrikes with irrefiſtible | 


and conſtrains their aſſent; our buſineſs, our } 
Indiſpenſable duty is to make the beſt ui 
. of thoſe faculties God has given W, in an ho. 
nel 


n) 

eſt, free and * eriguley after truth ; 
= coquiry into the moral perfections of 
4 deity, in order to find out what there is in 
od, that we may humbly imitate. 

E | As to his incommunicable attributes, his 
vnipotence, unity, immutability, eternity and 
e like, theſe repreſent him to us as the 
oper object of our adoration ; theſe proclaim 


e homage and ſupreme regard, that can 
e paid him by angels or men; but his truth, 
Wis mercy and univerſal benevolence, theſe 
2 is our duty and our happineſs to imitate 


iy hope to do it in bliſs: In other words, 
e muſt be pure in our meaſure as be is pure, 


: efore we can be happy as be is happy: and 


: Infinite power and wiſdom) ſeems to in- 


e W 


Jim worthy of all, of infinitely more than all 


5 br we muſt firſt aſſimulate ourſelves to the . 
eity in rectitude, before we can reaſona- 


W in all his other imitable perfections. But 
his univerſal goodneſs (connected with 


oy in it every other moral perfection, 
| I have choſe that as the ſubject of this diſ- 
Fourſe, and ſhall recommend the imitation of 
Wt, as abſolutely neceſſary to our happineſs ; 
Wing well aſſured, there is nothing we can 
| 1 b * to God, nothing that can 
| B CES yield 


642 * 3 
P Ned us oeh lid and laſing fatisfaQtion, 
as the communicating all the good in on 
power to our fellow- creatures. And if wilt 
could ſuppoſe the all. perſect Deity capable d 
receiying any additional delight or ſatisfact. 
on, to that which neceflarily ariſes from the 4 


rectitude of: his own nature, it muſt h 


from the happineſs he communicates to . 
ther beings ; in order to, promote which 
the Lord is good to all, ard his fender ner. 
cies are over all bis Wee ” 
In diſcourſing farther on. 'thele wands 19 
ſhall point out the various ways in which 
God is good to his u «gd that un 3 
der theſe four heads, l 7 


Fiſh, 10 Creation, ] 3 


Secondiy, In the difcoveries he bas made 
of himſelf to every intelligent being ; ; from 
whence ariſes a knowledge of their duty t to 

him, and to one another. % 301 


4 


. Tbs ah, * his 0 care . his 
| creatures in hag pH ara words of his 1 


3 "I ; E Fern 


ade 


8 


Ty 
th. In the evils he permits to be- 


being intended to reform their 


conſequently to promote their happineſs. 


After which I purpoſe:drawing ſome natural 


inferences, from each of — 1 * my 


* ee 


Firſt, then, 15 am to o prove W God i is 


| good to all in the act of creation; and this 
il readily appear, if we; conſider him as a 
biing poſſeſt of all poſſible perfection, and 
ſo infinitely happy, from the rectitude of 
his whole nature, that the exiſtence of o- 
ther beings could not poſſibly encreaſe his 
happineſs. What an illuſtrious. idea is this 
of the divine goodneſs | He had no ends 
primarily relative to his own. happineſs to 
anſwer z no. conceivable motive for bringing 
us and every other order of intelligent be- 
ings into exiſtence, but o ee 


= happineſs to us and them. 


But the divine goodneſs: will farther. appear 


in the act of creation, from his having made 
bs intelligent, and conſequently free beings; 


for 


n, which in regard to ſin, may be 
ald nden, but in regard to God, 
goodneſs 3 | 
manners, cure their diſtempered minds, and 


me. fund in to God and to one another. 


K 


474) 
for every intelligent being muſt have a pow- 
er of comparing one thing with another, 
and of (preferring that which appears moſt 
conducive to his happineſs; without ſuch a 
freedom of action as this is, neither virtue 
or vice could be attributed to us, nor ſhould 

we be accountable being. God would not 
(as an author obſerves) employ bis almigh- 
* ty power to force us to be happy ; becauſe 
e he would give us the eternal pleaſure of 
4 contributing to our own happineſs,” which 
will probably in a great meaſure reſult from 
a conſciouſneſs of having done all in our 
power, towards the diſcharge of thoſe duties, 
that neceſſarily ariſe from the relation we = 


Again, God is good to all his intelligent 
creatures, in having made them with immor- = 
tal fouls capable of enjoying to eternity 
Pleaſures ſuited to their moſt enlarged capa- 
cities; and alſo, in his having ſtrongly implant- 
ed in the human mind a conſciouſneſs of this 
never- ceaſing exiſtence ; in order that the 
; proſpect of future happineſs might chear and 
8 reheve the ſoul under all its preſſures here. 
Secondly, I am to prove that God is good 
5 15 al, in the diſcoveries he hath made of 
| "ins 


( 15 ) 
| himſelf to intelligent beings 3 from 4 
ariſes a knowledge of their duty to him and 


to one another. And under this head it may 


be expected, that I ſhould Principally conſi- 
der the goodneſs of God, in the diſcoveries 
be hath made of himſelf by the holy goſ- 


 pelz the vaſt, the unbounded goodneſs of 
the Deity, in ſending his only begotten ſon 

to declare his will to mankind ; and alſo to 

die for a world of creatures who had for- 


feited their allegiance to God, and were 
rendered the proper objects of his eternal 


vengeance by the ſin of Adam; and whom, 
conſiſtent with his juſtice he could not 
pardon, without infinite atonement and 


ſatisfaction being made him by a perſon (I 


muſt not ſay a being) equal to himſelf. But 


as the chriſtian ſyſtem is confined to a very 
narrow part of the world, and the advan- 


-tages of it enjoyed by very few, compared 
Kb. Me. whole; and a8 12 am ene to 


Code — Yall ſts atinuipe en 


principles of reaſon, and endevor to ſhew 


tat he has really been good to al, in this 
particular; namely, the having made ſuch 
clear diſcoveries of himſelf by the light of 


Hide 


4 


duly thi to his lieke, and who — 
the beſt uſe of his focultics/in an honeſt 


enquiry, may, without any other aſſiſtance, 
be well acquainted wich his duty; the prac- 


tice of Which will render him a proper ob- 
ject of the divine favor. Indeed how 


can I aſſociate in my, mind, widely diffe- 


tent ideas; of God, and join them in one 


diſcourſe ? Such as thoſe of an omni potent, 


immutable, infinitely wiſe and good being, 


and thoſe low and groveling ideas with 
which ſome part of the ſcripture. would 


poſſes the human mind; namely, of a 


to make « a more tradable race of creatures 


1 being rho 


Deity, in ſix Days making a world, and 
then reſting from the laborious taſk, “ and 
being refre/ped! that the firſt intelligent 
agent which he brought upon this new- 
ſtage, yielded to the very firſt temptation 
that offered itſelf! and damned all his poſte- 
rity by one act of, diſobedience! Tragical 
indeed that God in a few years ſnould re- 
pent he had made the world at all! that he 
ſhould then deſtroy it, and try a ſecond time 


g eee 


. "73 

W that to theſe he gave poſitive written laws, 
W but they anſwered not the end propoſed ; for 
ve are told, that they were laws and 2 


tes which were not good &. It may be meant 
chat they did not make mankind wiſer and 
| 3 better ; that after this, theſe laws were re- 
5 peated, and others were given of a very dif- 
WT ferent kind, and more worthy of the Deity. 
But then this written law was given in a 


language that a very ſmall part of the chriſ- 
tian world underſtands ; and it has paſſed 


8 
XP 2 2 


Wit, and to ſupport the power of the prieſts, 


4 508 
"ES 


4 how can 1 aſſociate theſe ideas of the di- 


8 25. 


4 Math, x. 34. "DIE 15 1 


chrough the hands of various tranſlators, who 
probably through ignorance have miſtaken, 
or for intereſt have corrupted many parts of 


= have. rendered it dark and unintelligible, 
creating diſputes, perſecutions and much 8 
bloodſhed among mankind, as if it were ta 
W fulfil that ſaying of F efus Chrift, namely, 
tat be was not come to bring peace on earth 
but a ford: and to ſet the neareſt relations, 
E and deareſt friends at variance r. I ſhall 
inſtance only in theſe four words, Tx1s 1s 
uv Bopy, which have been the means of 
ſpilling the innocent blood of thouſands, 1 


"Q: divine 


ns) 
vine Being (as alſo thoſe: of his being au. ; 
gry, revengeful, threat ning eternal damns. 
nation to his creatures; and again being ren. | 
dered placable by the death of an innocent 
_ perſon) with the natural notions we have 
of God, as a Being poſſeſt of all poſſible per. 
fection, and whoſe happineſs can neither be 
augmented or- diminiſhed by the reRitudeſ 
Or obliquity of the actions of his creatures 
Therefore it will be no way ſuitable to jon 
theſe incompatible notions together in this di 
courſe. And yet after all, I think the eee 
contains ſome great and noble fentiivients of this 
| Deity, and many important truths; many rat 
onal and ſublime doctrines and precepts, eve 
ry way worthy of God for their author; a 
which moſt certainly were derived from him 
as the fountain of all truth and moral fitneſ. 
though not communicated in a Nee 
ral way. But upon the whole, theſe trutlf 


are ſo blended, ſo confounded with 5 


ries and unintelligible propoſitions, that cor 

' Jundlly conſidered, they cannot properly If 
called a divine e The wiſeſt 1 
moſt learned, the beſt and moſt lg 
men, are eternally diſputing about the tj 

9 meaning of the E and 43 


nn. 
und therefore ſiper- rational parts of the bible, 

= which after the beſt uſe of my faculties, I 

muſt object to, as not being divinely Inſpired, 

or the immediate ſupernatural prod ace 'of a 

deine inſpiration. Sometimes the ſcripture 

muſt be taken litterally, ſometimes allegori- 
be ally, and at other times the vulgar. tranſla- 

ae tion, and the original text, differ like light 
es and darkneſs; how then ſhall a man, though 

vou he may have a good ſhare of natural under- 
din ganding, find out the moral perfections of 
11S the Deity, *bow be ſure of a true knowledge 
Jo his duty, from conſulting thoſe myſterious 
Joncles? The anſwer 1 ſhould give to the 
23 3 enquiry, would be this: Continue 
Ino longer to ſeek for light in obſcurity, 
: 1 Ibn open the book of nature which contains 


land by a due uſe of your faculties, you will 


to jo Kor and practiſe. £ 
This brings me back (after a long, though 


4 


be pure and perfect will and word of God, 


e perceive meme 16 . for you 


chink neceſſary digrefſion) to my ſecond 
3 13 head, namely, to prove the goodneſs 
God in the diſcoveries he has made of 
"or to rational beings, from whence 


ariſes 


F rr . . rr hs os _ 
> | ? 


— 7 
ariſey a knowledge of their duty to him, ot. 
to one another. | 
L That God has revealed hinaſelf 10 eas 
| \_- beings in all ages, and in every part of the 
i Known. world, appears from the concurrent 
eeſtimony of the moſt eminent heathen 
1 writers, and from the general conſent of 
all nations. Tally ſays, as quoted by biſhop 
Wilkins, Amongſt all mankind there is 10 
| nation, ſo wild and barbarous, "who though 
Ul they may miſtake in their due apprebenſun of 
1 the nature of God, do not yet  acknow- 
Kaze bi, Being. And again, Were it 
0 no nation ſo immenſehy barbarous and ſavage, 
1 48 not to believe the exiſtence of a Deity, and 
me hind of ſervices expreſi their adbra- 
Wl on of bim. 80 (Seneca Epiſt. 118, There 
Wl #4. 70 where any nation % utterly: loft to all 
il things. of lat and morality, as not to believe 
the exiſtence of 4 God. And our Dr, Cud- 
worth has written a moſt learned and ela- 
borate treatiſe, to prove the univerſality of 
_ the notion of one God; and aſſerts that 
duke Pagans believed their eternal Gods 
Ut were, derived from one ſelf. exiſtent Deity, 
But notwichſtanding the aſſertions of theſe 
n men, ſome fay there are people 1 in the 
world, 
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Ca) 4 
world, Who have no idea of any ſup 


* 


and 2 ee ſee 


brute; creation: 


He ys, reaſon is natural to man. As birds 


by. nature: f, as 'the feed is rapid in the 
; | race, and as ſavages are fierce and cruel J 

EF thought and v dom are proper Zo ws : 
| wherefore | the origin of the mind is believed 


„% © & & © # 


to. be caleftial : But blockbeads and fools in- 
capable of inftruftion,. are no more according. 


to nature, than monſtrous and prodigious 6 


den, And Tully, more than once in his wii. 
tings, diſcoyers the fame ſentiments of the i ir- 


rational part of mankind; but what the ſtate 
of ſach will be hereafter, God only knows : 7 


and all our enquiries about, it are vain and - 


fruitleſs, it 1s ſufficient to my preſent pur- 


| poſe, chat evem 7ationa! being who wil 


duly attend to the dictates of his own mind 


: and make a proper uſe of his faculties, will 
not only perceive the Being of a God, * 
s will alſo diſcover the relation he ſtands in to 


744 os 


" 8 


Being. If fo, they certainly have not that 
ny of 2 ee diſtin- 


zemy to think in his 
* Inſtitut. Orat. Lib. i 61. that irrational men 
1 a excreſcencies of nature, and not a- 
5 brutes, though in the form of men. 
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Sede in this Wasn a8 nature of things, 


06. 
enn a8, from this diſfoueryl hi duty 
will appear, ſo it wilb alſo appear, that the 
practibe of ĩt 18 the only way tohappiitels. | 
Our duty towards God, and towards out 
; appears to me then, to be 


and the khowledge of it attainable by the /ighr 
of nutise,  withont "any other aſſiſtance; 
and ] think it will alſo appear, to every candid 


| examiner from a ſhort, though Batürnl train 
of rexſonitip; "thus. 8 29 IE 1 bn . | 


That this world and every creature in 


: i; derived their eriſtende 1 an om- 
nipotert. firft eſe; is dear” ito ws, from 
he apparent "impoſſibility of | bur comming 
into being, without the concutrepce of fuch 
a "almighty, EE exiſting Power. 17 God 


be then omnipotent, he muſt alſo be infi- 


dite in wiſdom, | becauſe  orpnipgteinte, muſt 


(1975: 


5 inctude in its infinite Copia, a "6 Mer 0 


perception, ""of- knowing every 3 


ing fit 


and proper to be done; ; a power to ci 

0 trive, as well as to execute, "If God * 
ceives every. thing that is Rt and prope 
t be. done, and has unconttolable powe 


to execute the ſame, it e 


that he i is infinitely good ; for as he hath 
1 nothing 


. 
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3 


(23) 


nothing to fear (ſays a learned author) not 0 


nite power, wiſdom and goodneſs muſt in- 


. nor could he have any conceivable motive, for 
bringing us and every other order of intelli- 
0 gent beings into exiſtence, but to commui- 
= cate happineſs to us and them. He then 
| 1 is the kind, the tender parent of the univerſe, 


7 firſt of our duty to God. 
us into being only to make us happy? hath 


Z of which will oy us this intended 8 1 


f ; | be good, would be not to be wiſe: and as inſi- 


dlude every other attribute, we clearly per- 
deve, that this fr/? cauſe is poſſeſſed of all 
= poſſible perfection; and conſequently, muſt 
have been from all eternity infinitely happy; 
and could not receive any new acceſſion f 
5 good from the exiſtence of any other being; 


5 and we and all mankind are his offspring. 
From hence the relation between God and 
man, and between one man and another is 
diſcovered at one view ; for if we are all chil- 
E dren of the fame almighty parent, we are. 
; © brethren: The relations then being diſcove- 
ed, che duty that ariſes (as all duty does) 
© from theſe relations, will alſo appear. And . 


Is God then our father? hath he brought 


be given us powers and faculties, the due uſe 


(a4). 
neſs? What vaſt obligations are we under tg 
him? how can we enough acknowledge his 
- goodneſs to us? We will bleſs him while we 
| live, we will ble him when we come to die; 
and we deſire to adore and praiſe him in eve- 
ry ſtate of exiſtence throughout an endleſs 
eternity. We will be patient under all our 
afflictions, well knowing that his chaſtiſe. 
ment proceeds from bis love. We know 
that he can gain nothing by our ſervices, ou: 
goodneſs extends not unto him: and this we 
alſo know, this we are ſure nature teaches us, 
that an humble imitation of him in his moral 
l perfections, i is our duty and our happineſs. 
Thus our duty to God appears from the 
relation we ſtand in to him: Now let us con- 
ſider our duty to our fellow. creatures; and 
this too ariſes from we relation we ſtand ; in 


to them. 
Did God wins all o our PO RL as + well 


as us, into being to make us all happy? We 
ought humbly to imitate his goodneſs, and do 
all in our power to catry on this infinitely 
great and benevolent ſcheme, by being well 
affected towards all mankind, and by uſing 
our beſt endeavours to promote their happi- 


neſs. Our iſles ſhould be inflexible, our 
5 cha- 


(25) 
charity diffuſive, and our benevolence un- 
bounded; and if this conduct was univerſally 


W with us, 70 do to others, as we would they 
W foruld do unto us in the ſame circumſtances ; 


1 of the world; together with a greater variety 


and frequently afflicted with, may probably 
be permitted by God as puniſhments, when 
{ne deviate from the rule of right ; and is in- 
(no doubt) to cure us of vicious habits, and 
happineſs. 

ons we ſtand in to God and man, the duties 


I pineſs that reſults from the pe rformance of 


purſued, if it was a conſtant, invariable rule 


we ſhould well nigh ſhut all oral evil out 


of natural, than at firſt view can poſſibly oc- 
R cur to our perception; ſince many of thoſe 
evils we are wont to look on as natural or 
. accidental, and which we are now ſubject to, 


$ deed generally connected with vice, in order 
affright us back into the paths of virtue and 
Thus I think J have ſhewn, that the rela- 
chat ariſe from theſe relations, and the hap- 


choſe duties, are diſcoverable by the light of 
: nature only. This is that original Nenad E 
which God hath implanted in the conftituti- 
J on of every rational being, namely, a pow- 

er r of | MMogiihing right from wrong, which 
D hath 
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lation (or what is ſo called) in the world, 
that we can readily trace it back to its divine 
original, This we know muſt come from 


tures, It has paſſed through no tranſlator' 


| tures: and it muſt eternally remain abſolute. 


vernment, and to diſcover to rational being 
their duty, as long as God remains the father af 


the univerſe, and we his intelligent offspring. 


ſtand in to God, and to one another, if theſt 
relations be invariable, and eternally the ſame, 


riginal law will eternally ſerve for the rule 


and that God ſhould in a courſe of years per- 
ceive nean relations, which were unperceivabl: 
by him at firſt, then a ze revelation of hi 
| Wl would be Fertainly neceſſary. But this 


(6). ; 


hath this advantage above every written reve. 


God, or we know not that we are his crea. 


hands, who through ignorance might mil. 
take, or for intereſt might corrupt it. It is 
the ſame in all languages, in all places, and 
at all times; being written with the finger of 
God on the hearts of all his intelligent crea. 
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ly ſufficient to anſwer the ends of God's go. 
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For as all duty reſults from the relations we 
(as moſt certainly they are) then the ſameo- 


of our conduct: But if we can ſuppoſe that 
theſe relations are precarious and uncertain, 


an 


F T9). - 
5 watihot be ſoppoſed ; and the ſame arguments 
© that would prove more than one revelation 
W neceſſary, would as well prove the neceſſity 
W of one thouſand ; for the firſt muſt be defici- 
ent only for want of wiſdom in the law-giver, 
W to adapt it to the various ſituations, diſpoſiti- 
3 ons and capacities of his creatures, And if 
W God could not foreſee how creatures would 
act, and for that reaſon could not make a 
3 law at firſt, that would anſwer the ends of 
. his government; it clearly appears, that he 
never could be ſure that any other would, 
2 and he might be continually making altera 
tuns in it. And what in fact do thoſe inſi- 
W nuate, who plead the neceſſity of a new re- 
velation? but that the firſt would not an- 
ſwer the purpoſes intended by God, and ac- 
cuſe him of weakneſs and inability, to give 
at once a perfect and compleat ſyſtem, which 
would eternally anſwer all his deſigns, in 
che government of his Creatures. 
= If our being ee agents was the reaſon 
| why God could not do this, hat feaſon will 
continue, as long as Our freedom continues: 
bor if it be in the power of free agents to 
| fruſtrate the deſigns of their Maker at any 
ume, they then act independent of him, 
1 and 
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and may do-ſo at all times: and if he could 


not originally give a law, fit to be the guide 
of their actions, he never could be ſure of 


mending, or new-making his laws, certainly 
_ implies an imperfection in him, and ſeems 
to put him on a level with the fallible and 
miſtaken governors of this world. 


done, do not always appear to God; it never 
may appear to him at all: for as all thing 


acquainted with his own productions at one 
time, as at another, If the rays of his wil. 
dom penetrate through all nature, if all the 


are derived from him, as the fountain of all 
being ; he muſt ſurely be capable of making 
one general revelation of himſelf, which 
would eternally anſwer the ends of his go- 
vernment, and the infinitely kind purpoſe of 
his creation, namely, to make his creatures 
happy. And that he has made ſuch a reve- 


think moſt evidently appears. What then, 0 
| God, ſhould we defire more? Thou haſt given 


(2) 


doing it at all; and the repreſenting God as 


If every thing that is fit and proper to be 


proceed from him, he muſt be as intimate] 


powers and faculties of the ſoul and body 


lation of himſelf to mankind in all ages, 1 


us to know, whatever is neceſſary to promote 
our 


ur happineſs; nor cook the moſt exalted 


chou haſt any ſuch) do more for us, though, 
EL ommiſſioned by thee, he ſhould leave the 
manſions of eternal bliſs to live and die 
mong us. Adored then be the eternal fa- 
ber of the univerſe, whoſe laws, like him- 
elf, are unchangeable. | 
| . I come now to my third tet 1 head, 
'er I namely, to prove that God is good to all, in 
the univerſal care of his creatures, in the ge- 
= courſe of his providence, But I ſhall 
not enlarge thereon, as every man's experi- 
Fence abundantly convinces him of this truth, 
IThe conſtant and invariable regularity of the 


$4 


; may ; the fruitfulneſs of the earth; the 


it, which produce thoſe advantages that ariſe 
from commerce, and which ſupplies each 


all his Wort. His ſun riſes with a genial 


evil, 


peing in heaven, thy peculiar favourite, (if 


aum; the orderly ſucceſſion of day and 


different productions of the various parts of 


Vother's wants; all declare the goodneſs, the 
Funiverſal goodneſs of the Deity: So that 
che P/almiſt might well ſay, the Lord is 
od to all, and bis tender mercies are over 


Wwarmth, and his rain deſcends in fruitful 
dowers, on the juſt and on the unjuſt; ; the 
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(630 ) oy = 
evil, as well as the good, partake of 1; 
Bounty; he opens his beneficent Hand, ani | 
ſupplies the wants of all his creatures; ever il 
day's experience manifeſts his goodneſs, aud 
every riſing Sun opens a new. Scene fo 
wonder, gratitude, and praiſe, 
Fourthly, and laſtly, God is good to al 
mankind in the evils he permits to beta 
them; which, in regard to fin, may be ca. 
led puniſhment, but in regard to God, goa. 
neſs ; being intended to reform and cur if 
and conſequently to promote happineſs. 
If God could have no conceivable motiy 
for bringing creatures into being, but ty 
make them happy; it naturally follows, thi 
whatever he does, or permits to be done, in 
regard to them, muſt, upon the whos 
have a tendency to promote that end. H 
has graciouſly connected virtue and happi 
| neſs, vice and miſery. together. He hs 
kindly made that our duty which is our 
greateſt good. . He has alſo implanted in the 
human mind pleafing and painful ſenſations 
and made them the conſtant attendants o- 
good and bad actions; ſo that, in general 
every virtuous perſon has a reward, and e- 
very vicious perſon a puniſhment, even i 
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; (31) 

Wis world, from the 2 pprobation or reproach 
e his own mind, And this ſeems to be 
Ine of God's general laws, calculated to 
Promote the happineſs of his creatures; for 


bf mind, on every deviation from rectitude, 


Liberty, and permitted by God to check us, 
nd prevent our wandering further from the 
paths of virtue; and in this his goodneſs 
| Z oft evidently appears ; that when we will 
Wot liſten to the calls of reaſon and nature, 


onduct, but are deaf to the voice of the 
Farmer; then a merciful God, as it were, 
| ays thorns in our way, and makes the paths 
„ 10 I vice rough and uneaſy to us; fo that we 
have not only pleaſure on the ide of virtue 


ver ſome may aſſert of our being born in 


o me, that every deviation from rectitude 


4 the pain, or evil, that ariſes from a remorfe 


WS; abſolutely introduced by the abuſe of our 


Ind taſte thoſe pleaſures that await a virtuous 


Jo allure us; but pain and diſappointment lie 
the road of vice to affright us back; and 
Pee checks of conſcience will alone be ſuf- 
ſcient, while the mind is kept tender, and 
ve attend to the voice of reaſon ; for (what. 


I, and naturally inclined to vice) it appears 


| & Valence offered to our reaſoning faculty, 
and 


(32). 3 
and the mind cannot give into it, withoulff ; 
feeling (at leaſt at firſt) that pain and e. 
me to be a method of dealing with creature Wi 
worthy. of infinite wiſdom and goodnet 
and for which I doubt not, but the Lou 
and Governor of the univerſe will be eternal 
adored, as it muſt have a much greater ei. 
fe& on our conduct, than any written lau 
though it ſhould contain promiſes and 
_ threatenings of eternal life and death. | 
Having now made it appear, that the 
pain and remorſe we feel in our own Mind 
on a deviation from rectitude, is permitte 
in great goodneſs by the Deity ; daily expe 
rience makes it more evident, that many 

bodily evils are alſo the conſequence of vice 
and fo ordained to anſwer the ſame kind pur-i 
poſe. The great phyſician of our ſouls al. 
ways proportions the remedy to the diſeaſe, 
and when lenitives fail, he proceeds to ſevere 
methods. He neyer withdraws himſelf from 
his creatures, but is always ready to receive 
the returning penitent, He does not permit 
evil, to revenge any affront offered to his ma- 
jeſty, for we cannot conceive that the action 
of creatures can poſlibly affect or diſturb the 
LIE 80 


E took of the all. perfect Deity. It appeam 
WT therefore, that he has made it one of his 


ſettled laws, founded on eternal wiſdom and 


W reitude, that the farther we deviate from 
WT virtue or fitneſs of action, the more and 


greater evil we ſhall certainly meet with 


| in this or ſome other ſtate of exiſtence. , 
And upon this principle I can eaſily ſuppoſe, 
that ſome beings, by a conſtant, uniform 


purſuit of virtue, by acting up to the digni- 


L. ty of their natures, by purſuing the dictates 
of unprejudiced reaſon, by adding one act 
of benevolence to another, and doing all in 


their power (in what ever ſtate they exiſt) 


e promote the happines of thi alen. 
creatures (I fay, I can eaſily conceive, that 
W ach beings) may riſe even to angelic excel- 
lence; while others by a contrary conduct, 


withdraw themſelves from God, from per- 


fection and happineſs, and fink by degrees 


into inexpreſſible pain, anguiſh, and remorſe 


of conſcience, till they are at laſt convinced, 
3 that they have egregiouſſy miſtaken the road 
do happineſs, and a ſorrowful repentance is 


produced i in the mind. Then the rugged, 


chorny path muſt again be trodden back, 
3 with expiatory pro; ; but with this diffe- 
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obſcured the reaſoning faculties, will by de- 


upon their minds, and they will begin to taſte 
that happineſs, which an infinitely good God 


angels are happier than men, becauſe they 
are better, I know it may be objected, that 


wicked man appears to flouriſh like the green 
bay free, while the good man is humbled 


we are ſo much miſtaken in, as in the judg- 


may, if we knew his mind, be the proper 
| object of our pity and concern; and the 
virtuous man who is cheared and ſupported 
through the ills of life by a good conſcience, 


tz). 
rence, (as encouragement is never wanting in 
God) that they will then have heaven in 


their view to chear them; and as they ap- 
proach towards perfection, thoſe clouds that 
grees diſperſe, heavenly wiſdom beam forth 
intended for them, and made the reward of 


virtue, Then they will clearly perceive, 
that ro be good is to be happy, and that 


it is not always ſo in this world, where vice 
often ſeems to triumph over virtue, and the 


even to the duſt, But as there is nothing 


ment we form of the happineſs of ethers, 
the wicked man who appears to be happy, 


1 N be | 
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(50 
be by far the happier of the two; having 


J | this additional ſupport, that the ills he feels 
W will be of a very ſhort duration, He conſi- 
ders that he is going an eternal journey, and 
W that this world is but one ſhort ſtage of it. 


F ednefs of others, or from the unavoidable 


er late. So that upon the whole we may 


2 _ of a deviation from rectitude, and 


| % 1 declare, could I be admitted to chooſe 
In an affair of this nature, I would prefer 


Is kind regard; and being confident, that 


W And though the road may, from the wick 


J effects of natural cauſes, be rough and un- 
eaſy to him; he ſtretches his imagination 
beyond it, and enjoys the proſpect of a bet- 


Wcertainly conclude, that evi/ is the conſe- 


permitted by the Deity to be fo, conſiſtent 
8 $ "ith that infinitely wiſe, and benevolent in- | 
3 ention of his, namely to make his creatures 
pappy. And this I am fo well aſſured of, 


Wcing under the afflicting hand of God, to 
Nat of his entire neglect of me, or to annihila- 
f im; well knowing, that while I remain in 
C's „and feel thoſe evils that God almighty 
Emi to befal me, I remain the object of 


0 nceſſant, eternal reſentment of the Deity, 
* F — | 


(36) 
againſt weak and finite creatures, Wy repug: 
nant to all his attributes. 7 5 
And notwithſtanding this notion contra. 

dicts the opinion of many eminent divine 
and the literal ſenſe of many parts of ſcriſ. 
ture, it will appear from a few conſiderations, 
that eternal puniſhments are abſolutely in- 
conſiſtent with the perfections of that bene. 
volent being, whoſe tender mercies are over 
all his works, EY 1 
Firſt, From the i intention of puniſhment 
24 in God, is moſt certainly to reclaim, 
amend, and make happy; like the chaſt ning 
of a kind and tender parent to his beloved 
offspring; which end is abſolutely incon- 
gruous to, and inconſiſtent with n 2 
miſoments, F | 
| Secondly, Let us con 2 how abſoluch 
irreconcilable the foreknowledge and mercy d 
God will be, on the ſuppoſition. of erern 
puniſhments. Does God know when be 
brings me into being, that I ſhall act (though 
freely) ſo as to merit eternal ſufferings; 
would it not have been infinitely more mei 
ciful in him, to have left me in a non-exiſtent 
ſtate? Let me appeal to any man of reaſon, 
who 1s not diveſted of every thing that 5 
ten 


* 


[ 37 1 
tender 1 in the "HO frame, and: aſk him ſe- 
W :iouſly this queſtion : Was it ſupernaturally 
W communicated to you, that if you ſhould 
W marry, you would have a child, who in 
W the general courſe of his life would be ex- 
W tremely wicked, guilty of theft, murder, and 


W fotence of the law, this child ſhould be 
@ brought to a ſhameful and untimely end; 
W would you not ſooner live ſingle all your 
days, and debar yourſelf of all the joys of 
the nuptial bed, rather than marry with a 
3 ing? How much leſs then, would an in- 
being a creature into being, whom he fore= 


: | knew would be eternally | miſerable ; when 


© at all, was to make him happy? 


could poſſibly be introduced by any number 


en of evil agents, in a ſtate of limited dura- 


-aſon E tion, even ſuppoſing they were each of them 


hat b wicked enough to deſerve as many years pu- 
te "Rs 1 niſhment, 


de like atrocious crimes, and by the juſt 


\ | certainty of producing ſuch an unhappy be- 


E finitely good God who has no paſſions to 
gratify, no. temptations to ſtruggle with, 


W his only conceivable motive, for making him 
Thirdly, If we conſider farther, we ſhall 


fad that there would be more evil, in pu- 
q niſhing one ſingle being to eternity, than 
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we talk of his doing himſelf juſtice, we talk 


+ WW 


. (38) 
viſhment, as there are ſands on the ſea ſhore, 
becauſe the difference between a limited * 
an eternal duration will ſtill be infinite. Hoy 

ſhocking then is it to ſuppoſe, that an ink. 
nitely kind and good being, would puniſh 
creatures eternally, for one act of diſobedi. 
ence, and that not their own, but the act of 
another perſon, many years before they were 
born, and conſequently they could be no way 
conſenting to? I fay, how can we poſlibly 
conceive this would have been the caſe, even 
though Chriſt had never died to ode us 
from it? Icannot ſee how the juſtice, or good- 
neſs of the Deity can be vindicated, on the 
ſuppoſition of eternal puniſhments, even for 
voluntary tranſgreſſions ; though ſome wil 
bring his juſtice as an argument for it. In a 
being who knows the exact meaſure of a 
crime, it would be unjuſt to puniſh without 
meaſure, or indeed one jot more than the 
crime deſerves: but on the other hand, it 
would be no injuſtice 3 in the Deity to par don 
every _— in the world ; for who 1 
be injured by it? not God, we are ſure; 
Gut cannot be injured ; and therefore, when 


without ideas: From whence it is plain, 


439) 
Wet we run into great abſurdities in regard 
eo the juſtice of God, which in my opinion 


; or the edo of Cod s being injured, 


3 i inconſiſtent with an idea of infinite 


Pep, againſt weak and finite creatures, is 
boiutely inconſiſtent with his attributes. 
et let no one preſume, from what I have 
cre offered, to indulge in any one fin : For 

Very deviation from the rule of right de- 
eater diſtance from perfection and happi- 
es, and will certainly be attended with pain 
Id remorſe, either in this, or ſome other 
x ate of exiſtence. Let the ſinner know this 


nale a being bappy who continues in fin, 


q Nude of his nature. 04 


on the road to happineſs. 


| 


, 
2 þ 
"530 
"DH 
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Pod of puniſhing out of revenge, are abſo- 


Perfection. Thus, I hope, I have proved, 
# the inceſſant, eternal reſentment of 6 


ades the human nature, and ſets it at a 


a tremble ; that it is as imboſible for God 
W it is for him to the, or act nm to the 


| 1 come now to draw ſome een Gn 
e; 0 bat hath been advanced, in order to guide 


Fi, Is God then good to all, aw this 
F ſdention, that he could have no con- | 
 ceivable ; 


1 . DR 
ceivable motive for bringing creatures into he. 
| ing, but to make them happy; let us do i 
in our power to carry on this infinitely god 
deſign. Let us lay aſide every mean aj 
ſelfiſn view, and ſacrifice, if neceſſary, ou 
worldly advantages tothe good of our felloy. 
creatures; for ſuch facrifices will certainly ll 
acceptable to God, and will render us moi 
the proper objects of his favor, Than 7houy/arlſ 
of rams, ten thouſands of rivers of cyl, or ti 
ſpilling the innocent blood of any creatur 
that ever exiſted, 
Secondly, Is God good to all from the di 
coveries he hath made of himſelf to intel 
gent beings; let us do all in our power to ©: 
lighten, and improve our own minds, byadu | 
uſe of our faculties in an honeſt enquiry aff 
truth; and alſo perſuade others to this nec! 
ſary duty; that thereby we may diſpel th 
| miſts of bigotry and ſuperſtition, that oblcun 
the faculties of the mind, and render it ina 
pable of any notions of God and religion 
ſides thoſe implanted by education: and 20 
is owing to mere accident, whether theſca 
right or wrong, it is the indiſpenſable duty 
every one (as ſoon as reaſon, that ray of il 
inn begins to dawn forth in his mind) 
_ 


W diveſt himſelf, as much as in him lies, of e- 
Very prejudice, to examine carefully the reli- 
; gion he profeſſes, and ſee if there be any thing 
W in it repugnant to the attributes of God, in- 


or ſo myſterious that by the beſt uſe of his fa- 
1 wil 
mor 
ani 
r ti E inconſiſtent with infinite wiſdom, as well as 
Aturt 

duty of his creatures, which he has not en- 
abled them to perceive the moral fitneſs and 
I propriety of; as this would be requiring of 


e di. 
ntells 
to en 
7a dit 
/ ae 
nec 


| thok che writings of men whom they were tau ght 
[cull to believe were divinely inſpired, 
it ina 


fue only criterion we have to judge any 
on U 


1d 08 
1eſe . bracing and practiſing it will promote virtue 
67 Jin the human mind, make mankind wiſer, 
o 


ind) t 


Pg chen we may be aſſured it is of God; for 
| 


TT that 


” - 
Coane wal 
r N 
_—_— 


i conſiſtent with the reaſon and nature of things, 


culties he cannot comprehend it; for all ſuch 
W things as theſe ſhould be given up, and ac- | 
counted the doc7rines of men, It is certainly 


goodneſs, for God to require any thing as a 


reaſenable beings, an unreaſonable ſervice. And 
uch beings muſt be ever doubting, whether 
ſuch doctrines or precepts came from God or 
W not, even though they were found to be 


W propoſition by, is its natural tendency : And 
Won a due examination, if we find the em- 


more juſt, charitable, benevolent and happy, 
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Oe „ 
that qviſdem „ ſays St. James, 4 45 cometh 
down from above, is firſt pure, then peaceabls 
gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, full of merc 
and good fruits, without partiality, and 
without hypocriſy. But on the contrary, if 
it hag not theſe marks, if it has not this ten- 
dency, we may be as ſure, that whatever (pi. 
tit diftated it, it was not the ſpirit of Go 
who never contradits himſelf.” and Chriſt 
himſelf lays down the fame rules for us to 
judge of the principles of men by: Bewart, 
ſays he, of falſe prophets, which come to you 
in ſheep? s cloathing, but inwardly they ar: 
ravening wolves; ye ſhall know them by their 
fruits, Do men gather grapes of thorns, o, 
gs of thiſtles? even ſo every good tree bringet) 
forth good fruit, but a corrupt tree bringet) 
forth evil fruit. And again, he ſays, Eitler 

| make the tree good, and the fruit good; or 
the tree corrupt, and the fruit corrupt : fir 
the tree is known by his fruit, As if he had 

| faid, how idle, how unreaſonable, how in- 
- conſiſtent with common ſenſe is it, for you 
to think that a man is influenced and guided 
by a bad ſpirit, whoſe conſtant and uniform 
practice is that of going about to do 


good ? ? And this 1 is the only method by which 
ve 
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we can judge of the purity of any man's 


4 fully acknowledges the favour of God to him, 
and is patient under afflictions, if he is poſ- 


12 LEA 


yy good principles, as we may that a tree 
muſt be good, which brings forth good fruit. 


low this rule preſcribed by Jeſus Chriſt; 
ducated in, the critetion and flandard of 


F rue religion, and condemn all who differ 


1 cs or Mahometans, had that been the reli- 
Jon of their country, as they now do pro- 
Wfting chriſtians. = 


* 


» ON Wi af his bounty? Let us humbly imitate 


We 


E principles: If we perceive, that in the 
general courſe of his actions, he expreſſes a 
proper dependance on the Deity, if he grate- 


3 ſeſſed of noble and generous ſentiments, and 
Wis juſt, charitable and benevolent to all man- 
kind; we may. be as ſure that he is moved 


But the misfortune is, we do not in general 
hut are apt to make the principles we were 


om them. But let ſuch remember, they 
rould have made as zealous Roman Catho- 


I come now to make ſome i improvement 
Wt my third general head, namely, the good - * 
Wels of God in his univerſal care of his 
Features. Is God, then, fo benevolent ta 
form Wl, that the evil, as well as the good, par- 


ben i is F2 him, 


(44) | 
bim, by having the moſt univetſal, un- 
bounded charity for all mankind. Let us 
not withold the offices of kindneſs and hu. 
manity from our enemies, nor even from 
thoſe whom we think are enemies to God 
If they bu nger, feed them ; if they thi rt, 
give them drink. Be not overcome of evi 
but overcome evil with good. And here | 
muſt obſerve, that the extending « our good 
| offices to our enemies, is all that can be 
meant in feripture by loving them; for lou, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, is an involuntary paſſion of 
the mind, ariſing from lovely objects, fri 
king on it with irreſiſtible force; and is 
incongruous to a command, as belief is; and 
therefore neither of them could come from 
or be enjoined by God: From whence | 
conceive, that paſſage in ſcripture, he cla 
believes not ſhall be damned, might better K 
rendered, he that examines not ſhall te 
damned; though in this ſenſe, the wor 
damned is fo extreamly. harſh, that I ſhoull 
not have uſed it but from meh an example: 
And therefore, perhaps, it would beſt of al 
be rendered, he that examines not, or doe 
not employ his faculties, in examining in 
| the reality, propriety, and nature of ſuch pi 


poſition | 
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poſitions and things, as are peculiarly re- 
quiſite for him to be acquainted with; ſhall 

be ſelf conderaned, and loſe all that rational 

pleaſure and happineſs, which would have 

alles to him from a due uſe of his reaſon. 


It is certainly out of our power to believe, 


lief; and in like manner, it is as much out 


be hypocrites ; but the judgment would be 
ſtill the ſame, From hence then let us learn, 
that no perſon is to be condemned, merely 
on account of his unbelief, who has made 
the beſt uſe of his faculties, in an honeſt and 


e 3 | impartial enquiry after truth, and who has 
6 earneſtly begged of God to aſſiſt him in 
r theſe enquiries; for this is doing all that a 


ub man has in his ' power to do. And an infi- 
wol nitely good God, who knows he hath made 


1oull ; us with faculties very limited and confined, 
ape: will require of us a conduct ſuited to the 
of ability of perception and action which he has 


de given us, and no more. 
in; Let us leave it then to the great ſearcher 


T = * hearts, to deal with creatures as he pleaſes, 
(ito e e, 


vighivin proper evidence to influence our be- 


of our power to love, without perceiving 
ſomething amiable in an object, on which to 
found that love. In either caſe, we might 
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e 
and not arrogantly confine his mercy to any 
certain channel; or preſume to ſay, the be- 
| eff of this or that particular doctr ine is ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation; for this is wreſting, the 
power out of God's hands, and preſcribing 
limits to boundleſs mercy and goodneſs. I 
 fay, we ſhould not dare to do this, though 
we ſhould believe ſuch doctrine to be the 
ſenſe of the ſcriptures, and that the ſerip- 
tures are the word of God; becauſe the 
evidence that fixes our belief, may not be 
ſufficient to fix the belief of another; and to 
believe without proper evidence, is unrea- 
ſonable and abſurd, 
n only conceivable reaſon God could 
| have for giving any law to his 4: 
muſt be to induce a proper conduct; 
make them wiſe, virtuous, and happy, or, 
in other words, to lead them 70 do juſtly, to 
love mercy, and 10 walk humbly before him: 
| whoever then does this, whether from the 
light of nature, or from any written, poſi- 
tive law, muſt be equally acceptable to the 
Deity: for he anſwers the viſible end of his 
creation, acts up to the propriety of nature, 
and attains that happineſs, which an infi- 5 
nitely good God e him 1 
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(47) 


| Shall we then preſume to ein ven- 
geance, the eternal vengeance of God on any 
man, becauſe he diſbelieves what we think 
to be the word of God? no, but rather let 


us conſider that we are fallible, and may err 


in our opinions of particular texts of ſcrip- 
ture; or that we may not have the fſerip- 
tures themſelves in that purity in which 


they were firſt wrote: becauſe without 
doubt they have paſſed through the hands 


of tranſlators who were fallible men, and 
might err either through Ignorance or de- 
fign : Add to this, the different opinions of 
the wiſeſt and beſt of men in all ages about 
things of great importance in the chriſtian 
© ſcheme; ſuch as original fin, predeſtination, 
= the doctrine of the trinity, and the like, I 
A ſay, let theſe conſiderations make us extreme- 


ly cautious, how we determine in regard to 


God's dealings with our fellow-creatures, 


who differ from us in our religious ſenti- 


ments. This we may venture to fay, and 


(I think) no more; that our happineſs or 


miſeries will ever depend on the propriety or 
impropriety of our actions; that the wicked 
will never eſcape puniſhment ; and that the 
F 5 charitable, humane, benevolent man will 

never 
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FI GEE (48) | 
never fail of his reward. But that God will 
puniſh for anbehef the honeſt enquirer, who 
has done every thing in his power to procure 
ſuch evidence as might fix his belief; and yet 
cannot find it, is moſt certainly as'repugnant 
to God's attributes, as light is to darkneſs. 
As the author of the univerſe hath in his 
infinite wiſdom and goodneſs formed the 
human mind with various faculties to diſ- 
tinguiſh truth and falſehood, and hath fo 
modelled it, that nothing but apparent ruth 
can pothbly ſtrike on it with force enough 
to gain its aſſent; he certainly will appeal to 
| thoſe rational faculties, with regard to the 
fitneſs and propriety of whatever he requires 
of us; for by theſe faculties only can we 
8 diſtinguiſh, what comes from him, and what 
not. This is a method of dealing with ra- 
tional beings, which (in my opinion) God, 
the fountain of all truth and fitneſs, never 
varies from: But if he ever ſhould make uſe 
of other methods, as whatever he does is 
certainly right; I ſay, if he ſhould require 
any thing of his intelligent creatures, which 
by a due uſe of their faculties, they cannot 
perceive to be right, or fit to be required by 
him, he will do it in ſuch a manner as will 
leave 


(49) 
W leave his creature no poſſibility of being 
Y miſtaken ; he will acquaint him in ſome ve- 
though what he requires of him, contra- 


5 dicts one of his general laws, yet that it is 
be himſe If requires it: I fay, if ever God 


ceit, incapable of the moſt diſtant imitati- 


chat a ſuperſtitious or f ickly | imagination can 
poſſibly paint. 


5 | of any doctrine or propoſition, is candidly to 


| in religious affairs without examination, ne- 
es the performance of a duty towards 


4 38 


W 200d men, merely on account of their unbe- 


- 


OY 2 — 


"awful or extraordinary manner, that 


q | does this (Which can hardly be ſuppoſed) ; 
be will do it in ſome very extraordinary 
F way, infinitely ſuperior to any kind of de- 


F on by men, and abſolutely unlike any thing 


All our duty 1 then in ed to the belief 


examine it; and he that believes any thing 


Cod; but he who without prejudice or par- 
dality does examine, and cannot find evidence 
I © ſufficient on which to found his belief, cannot 
E | be culpable merely as an unbeliever. How 
dchocking then is it to hear; even from the 
; | pulpit, anathema's pronounced againſt very 


lief! when it is as abſolutely out of their 
F [power to believe "what. does not appear to 
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them to be true, as it is for them really to 
love and account beautiful the moſt deformed 
and loathſome object in the world. Nothing 
therefore (as 1 faid before) can be more in. 
congruous to a command than love or belief. 
For how can we, without the vileſt hypo. 
criſy, ſay we believe that to be true, of 
which our faculties have no conception ? 
As that propoſition i in ſcripture, where Je. 
ſus Chriſt is repreſented begotten by, or pre. 
ceeding from the father ; to which words 
if we annex any idea, it muſt be, bat the 
being who, begets another, or that another 
proceeds from, muſt be prior to the being 
_ thus begotten or proceeding from; and yet 
our falvation depends (according to the o- 
: age of the chriſtian church) on our b. 
of his being eternally co-efential and c- 
equal with the father ; and that though the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt are three per- 
ens (to which words, if we annex any ide, 
they can mean no other than three diſtin& 
intelligent beings) yet they are not three, 
beings but one. I fay, when theſe or ſuch 
like propoſitions are offered for our belief; 
all that we can do, all that a good being can 


_ require of us to do, is to make the beſt uſe 
of 
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| of our facultics in an WAIT) examination = 
© of them: If they appear to be true, we nt 
& cannot withold our affent; if not true, ve 
W cannot believe; and if we find them above Mw 
W the reach of our faculties, we can form no by 
judgment about them, therefore neither be- 1 
@ lieve or diſbelieve; from whence our anſwer i 
muſt be, that we do not underſtand them. br 
I Thus, Ithink, it clearly appears, that e- 
li can be no part of our duty. Let us, 
* then, inſtead of denouncing vengeance on 
| © thoſe who differ from us, not even indulge | 
Ja doubt of their everlaſting happineſs, = Fi 
they (in the general courſe of their actions? | 
do that which is virtuous and praiſe-worthy, 4 
7. And let us not only rhinꝶ charitably, but act 
o likewiſe ; extending our good offices to ll a: 
| without diſtinction; eſteeming ourſelves 4 
A ppy in every Opportunity we have of do- _ 
Wing good, and thereby aſſimulating ourſelves A 
that God who 7s good to all, and whoſe 
E: lender mercies are over all his works. 
11 ſhall now make one ſhort obſervation on 
my laſt general head, namely, the goodneſs of 
Pad in the evils he permits to befal man- 


_ 
= 


E 0 320 

Does God permit evils to befal wankind, 
out of kindneſs and tender mercy ; is it in 
order to make us wiſer, better, and happier ; 
let us learn, then, at What an infinite re. 
move all kinds of reſentment and revenge 
muſt be from the Deity; and let us es 
vour, in this alſo, to be like him. Are we 

wounded with injuries; ſoft words wil, 

like an healing balm, begin the cure, and 

forgiveneſs will compleat it: But impatience 
will widen the wound, and a deſire of re- 

venge will keep it incurable. Let the pu- 
niſhments that we inflict, be always tem- 
pered with mercy, and ever intended to 
make the perſon better for the future; un- 
leſs, for the good of ſociety, the raking a- 
way life be neceſſary. 

I ſhall now conclude all with a ſerious 
exhortation to the diſcharge of all the dutic 
we owe to God, and 10 our fellow. crea 
7 tures. 
Let us remember breiten, that nothing 
can poſſibly ſecure to us that happinel: 
which the kind parent of the univerſe created 
us for, unleſs we are poſſeſſed of univerſal 
and unbounded charity, and in the general 
Eourle of our actions do all in our power to 


Plo- 


— ¶ mee, TIPS a . . 
— tn A at — _— —— D— 


LR 
Promote the happineſs of our fellow-creatures. 
4 If we would. ſerve God, this is the only 


_ = to ſerve him; for our goodneſs extends 
e ot unto him, he gains nothing by our vir- 
Nes, he loſes nothing by our crimes, As 


3 Yor bringing creatures into being, but to com- 
0 Wnunicate happineſs to them, if we contribute 
l in our power, to promote the happineſs of 
ur fellow-beings ; we as it were aſſiſt in car- 
Ning on this benevolent ſcheme of the Deity, 


F prayers and praiſes. are diſregarded, all 
. ſacrifices that can be offered will be re- 


8 have on the mercy of God, or on the me- 
its of any other being, nothing will render 


folds 
1t16s 


rea- 
q pothing will ſecure men's everlaſting hap- 


13 , but a ſteady purſuit of virtue. This 
5 the road we are to purſue, and as long as 
3 

ye take calm and unprejudiced regſon for our 


hing 
ineßz 
ated 
rerfal 
neral 
er to 


have 


3 ray, that with any propriety, we can be 


e could have no other conceivable motive 


[ * ſuch a propriety of conduct; and we may 
be aſſured my brethren, that without this, 


3 ected; and whatever dependance men may 


| Km the proper objects of the divine regard, 


Pi, we ſhall not miſtake it, and we ſhall 


Wind ber ways to be ways of pleaſantneſs, and 
L 1 ber paths Peaceabie oa 1 155 We ſhall 
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(4) 
have pleaſure reflected back upon our mind; 
from every act of benevolence to our felloy. 
creatures, and ſhall enjoy even amidſt a Noiſy 
vain, diſappointing world, that ſerenity and 
compoſure of ſoul, which God in infinite 
wiſdom and goodneſs hath made the fur 
attendant on virtue : But if we forſake thi 
| road, if we leave this ſhining track, if w 
neglect the ſocial virtues, and no longer fol 

low the dictates of right reaſon, but depend 
on forms and ceremonies, on the merits d 
_ others, and on the belief of a certain {ct d 
principles, and think theſe ſufficient to pro. 
cure our happineſs, we ſhall be egregiouly 
: miſtaken, | 
Vairtue, fays Tully, 16 alucys virtue, al. 
5 cuately and entirely ſuch, and holds a perje 
tual uniformity, a conſtant concurrence witl 
the principles and dictates of right reaſom; 
and fin is nothing elſe but a deviation fron 
 reftitude, a croſſing, as it were, upon à ſfirat 
line, Let us then not only purſue the ples. 
fing path ourſelves, but do all we can to lead 
others into it, Let us, in charity to the 
ſouls of our fellow-creatures who are apt to 
be led by blind or falſe guides, point out to 
them the ſtar of reaſon , that wg reſplen- 
dent 


(55) 
m to happineſs. Let us all in our ſeveral 


W..vlence and charity to mankind, but alſo 


W piety towards the undoubtedly true and 
y wiſe God. To addreſs the ſole preſi- 
Went and ſovereign of the univerſe in prayer, 


& his offspring, and though prayer may not 
Jer the purpoſes of the Deity, or determine 


Ne rectitude) yet it appears becoming ſuch 


Frence and fabmiffion to his will, to aſk 


nds to make us more valuable members of 
community to which we belong. By a- 
ring the majeſty of heaven and earth, we 


| own 


Went ray from heaven which will conduct 


rays be eminent examples, not only of be- 


Wpcars to me to be highly reaſonable, being . 
Wunded on the relation we ſtand in to him 


ö im to act differently from what otherwiſe 
& would have done (as he ever does, and 
Fill act agreeable to everlaſting and invari- 


atures as we are, with the utmoſt re- 


joſe things, which in his infinite wiſdom 
þd goodneſs, he ſees fit and convenient for 
But farther (and which alone ſhould 
© lufficient to recommend it) the addreſſing 
od in prayer, ſoftens and improves the 
Ind for the diſcharge of ſocial duties, and 


| Cy humbled with a ſenſe of our 
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_ own. pp, " by ee 0 
1 2 divine goodneſs to us, a grateful temper 


—_ alive in our fouls ; and when we bes 


F N N . oy d the pardon of our ſins,. and the Cont 

| nuance of His favours to, us, our minds x i 
_ > IE . better di ofed for granting the petitions 
e brethren. Thus humility, gratituk 
=... dug benevolence towards. our fellow Creatun 
= Rirengthened | and improved by Our a 
. DES _ Trefles o God; and though by prayer 
TG not "draw Ged nearer fo us, We dri 
5 4 our ſelves "nearer to bim ;“ and by tly 
5 going on in the chearful and ready dilchan 
1 of the Duties we owe to God and to @ 
Ra fellow creatures, we ſhall be prepared for 
__ - events; ; Death itſelf will not appear dreadi 


Lo . y * 4 * 


to us; "he will not be afrayed like a Lig 
|  terrors, but as a meſſenger of peace, to co 
. duct us into a better ſtate of exiſtence. 
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